Since the first rib is protected very well by the overlying soft tissue and bones, its fracture is a major injury and a considerable force is required to do it.
INTRODUCTION
Fracture of the first rib is extremely rare and bilateral fractures are even less common whatever the etiology might be. First rib fracture has been challenging for attendant doctors since it was first described in 1869 (1) . It is well documented that traumatic fractures usually involve not only the first rib but also the surrounding structures like clavicle or scapula (2) . Major thoracic trauma is a fatal association of first rib fractures and commonly predisposes patients to injury of the brachial plexus, subclavian vessels and other mediastinal structures. It seems that the mechanism of injury is different in unilateral and bilateral first rib fractures, since fatal complications invariably follow unilateral first rib fractures and are not very common in bilateral injury. In this case report we highlight traumatic bilateral first rib fracture without any other major devastating thoracic organ injury which is a very rare clinical entity.
CASE SUMMARIES
A healthy young woman aged 28, was crossing the road, when suddenly a hoarding fell from height on her head and shoulders. Instantly, she experienced an acute pain behind her clavicles which persisted afterwards, radiating into her shoulders, scapulae and upper chest, Many authors tried to elaborate pathological fracture of the first rib in few patients, but this suspicion was disproved.
In the literature we could not find any data regarding pathological fractures of the first fib.
Even after an extensive research the mechanism of injury in bilateral first rib fracture remains questionable.
According to some authors, since it is a relatively benign condition clinical endeavors should be directed at associated complications, especially of the thoracic structures and spinal cord. On the other hand, others suggest that bilateral first rib fracture is a hallmark of major thoracic trauma and direct urgent investigation to rule out the possibility of injury to the great vessels (8) .Keeping in mind the rarity of bilateral first rib fracture, we can draw the conclusion that there can not be any 
